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Barbarians, Vikings and Traders: 
The Archaeology of Historic Europe 

 
 GAP1010 

 
This module examines the historical archaeology of Europe from about AD 400 to AD 1200, but makes reference back to 
the Roman period which has an abiding influence throughout the Middle Ages. It spans the whole of Europe from Ireland 
and southern Spain to Ukraine and Russia.  
 
 
SKILLS DEVELOPED IN THIS MODULE 
 
In this module we are seeking to encourage your critical thinking and oral expression. We are keen to develop your writing 
and presentation of clear, rounded arguments. We want to make sure that you can identify relevant scholarly material, cite 
sources and provide bibliographies in the correct form. 
 
 
TEACHING 
 
The module is taught through a combination of lectures, tutorials and a field trip.  
 
Lectures are held in the 0G008 in the Elmwood Building on Mondays at 12 noon and on Wednesdays at 12 noon. See the 
timetable at the end of the guide for details.  
 
Tutorials take place in various rooms details are given below. Student have been allocated to one of the tutorial groups. 
Note that some tutorials have slight variations in time to accommodate various university holidays. 
 
Group 1 Monday 9–10 42FS G54 
Group 2 Monday 10–11 42FS G54 
Group 3 Wednesday 10–11 42FS G54 except 17 February when it will be 16 February, 9–10 in the same room, and

except 16 March when it will be 15 March, 9–10 in the same room 
 
Key:  42FS is the 42 Fitzwilliam Street, Archaeology-Palaeoecology Building  
 
You need to prepare for every tutorial, except the first. The readings from the tutorials are available in a number of different 
places: 

A. Some extracts from books and papers are available on QOL under GAP1010>Library Resources>  
readingsOnline for module GAP1010 

B. Some are available from the library website if you look up the journal name and then find connect through to 
the appropriate volume and pages. 

C. A small number are available on QOL under GAP1010>Resources 
 
A letter after each reading will tell you where to find it 
 
The Fieldtrip will take place to Carrickfergus Castle on Wednesday, 27 April (subject to confirmation) from 13:00 to 16:30. 
Students’ understanding of the trip is assessed. Attendance is compulsory. 
 
ASSESSED ELEMENTS 
 

 Examination essays 26.7% 
 Examination multiple choice 13.3% 
 Semester Paper  30% 
 Tutorials  24% 
 Fieldtrip  6% 
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(i) Examination Paper 
The examination paper taken in May/June will comprise a multiple choice test and two essay questions chosen from 
a range of subjects. 
 
(ii) Semester Paper 
You are required write one formal essay, or Semester Paper. It must be between 2500 and 3000 words long with a 
title chosen from those given below. Papers will be marked on their content but failure to comply with the guidelines 
(see section on Semester Papers below) will be penalized. The Semester Paper must be submitted on electronically to 
Queen’s Online not later than 23:59 on 12 April 2016. 
 
(iii) Tutorials 
You will be assigned a question to answer by your tutor and you are required to read the relevant papers. You should 
make typed notes (no more than two sides of A4) which must be given to the tutor afterwards. You should also be 
prepared to speak about the issues. Marks are awarded equally for the notes and for the verbal answer you give in the 
tutorials. The tutorials also provide essential preparation for writing semester papers.  
 
(iv) Fieldtrip  
The compulsory trip will be followed by a short multiple-choice test which is assessed.  

 
 
WHAT DO I NEED TO READ? 
 
There is one textbook which it is recommended you buy: 
 

 J. Graham-Campbell and M. Valor (eds), The Archaeology of Medieval Europe: Volume 1, Eighth to Twelfth Centuries. 
Aarhus: Aarhus University Press.  

 
In addition, for the tutorials and for the semester paper you will need to read various papers and extracts from books which 
are made available on-line. 
 
You should view the lecture by Dr Andrew Gardner on Youtube in advance of the lecture on 3 February: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FlwwLrA35YI 
You might also like to see a more wide-ranging and quite entertaining lecture on a similar subject by Bryan Ward-Perkins: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iHduMbabjFM 
 

 
ATTENDANCE AND LATE WORK  
 
We keep a record of attendance at lectures, practicals and tutorials. You must sign in on each occasion.  
 
 
SEMESTER PAPER  
 

 The subjects for the semester paper are taken from the tutorials 2–5. The purpose of the tutorials is to introduce 
you to the subject and the tutorial bibliography below provides a list of the core reading you will need. You may also 
refer to the course textbook. You must use in addition at least two other relevant books or articles and cite 
them in the correct format. These must not be internet pages.  

 
 You should include diagrams and maps where relevant. The paper must be between 2500 and 3000 words long. 

State the number of words at the end of the paper. This should be submitted to QOL. 
 

 You must reference within the text of your Semester Paper any source (book or article) from which you derive 
information. Remember in archaeology, you should always cite a journal article using the Harvard system (author, 
date, title, journal, volume, pages). Never use the URL (web address), unless there is no alternative. Details of how 
to do this using the Harvard system is also given on the website: 

 
http://www.qub.ac.uk/schools/gap/CurrentStudents/EducationalSupport/GuidanceDocuments/ 
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SEMESTER PAPER TITLES 
 
1. Consider the arguments for and against the large-scale movement of peoples into England during the ‘Migration 

Period’. 
 
2. Pagans and Christians had different attitudes towards death and the afterlife. Discuss these differences and how they 

could be reflected in burial practices. 
 
3.   Discuss the conflicting arguments about the role of monasteries in the development of towns in Ireland. 
 
4. Assess the reasons that stone fortifications were constructed in Europe during the period before AD 1200. 
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Major Vegetation Regions of Europe 
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TUTORIAL READING AND QUESTIONS 
 

Note that the form of the bibliography given below does not necessarily conform to the School standard, and the 
citations in semester papers may need to be adapted 

 
A letter after each reading tells you where you may download a file with the text. See pages 1 above. 

 
Tutorial 1  

 
The Geography and Scale of Europe  

 
no preparation required for this tutorial 

 
 

Tutorial 2  
 

Theories of the ‘Migration Period’  
 

England has become an interesting battleground for theories of migration and assimilation.  In the last fifteen years it has 
been the subject of immense discussion and argument. Out of this has come a more sophisticated theoretical approach to 
cultural change. However, it has left the study of artefacts far behind, and students of metalwork have often followed a 
separate agenda which has run parallel too, but not necessarily connected with the theoretical work.  
 
What is clear is that the simple maps illustrating the movements of peoples across Europe in the fifth century are misleading. 
The tribes recorded by historians were not unified groups, but federations of peoples with changing identities and names. 
The movements of these peoples have been traced by archaeologists using the most common remains – their burials. There 
has been an increasing doubts about whether types of grave-goods can be linked to ethnic groups. Papers, such as that by 
Siegmund looking at migration in Continental Europe, now seem to belong to another era. It is interesting to reflect on why 
we consider such approach no longer plausible. 
 
 
Halsall, G. 1999. Review article: Movers and Shakers: the barbarians and the Fall of Rome, Early Medieval Europe 8, 131-45. B 
 
Härke, H. 2007. Ethnicity, ‘race’ and migration in mortuary archaeology: an attempt at a short answer, Anglo-Saxon Studies in 

Archaeology and History 14, 12-18. A 
 
Härke, H. 2011. Anglo-Saxon immigration and ethnogenesis, Medieval Archaeology 55, 1-28. B 
 
Laing, L. 2007. Romano-British metalworking and the Anglo-Saxons, in Higham, N. (ed.), Britons in Anglo-Saxon England, 42-

56. Woodbridge. A 
 
Pohl, W. 1998. Conceptions of ethnicity in early medieval studies, in Little, L. K. and Rosenwein, B. H. (eds), Debating the 

Middle Ages: Issues and Readings, 15-24. Oxford. A 
 
Siegmund, F. 1998. Social structure and relations, in Wood, I. (ed.), Franks and Alamanni in the Merovingian Period. An 

Ethnographic Perspective, 177-99. Woodbridge. A 
 
Youngs, S. 2009. Anglo-Saxon, Irish and British relations: hanging-bowls reconsidered, in Graham-Campbell, J. and Ryan, M 

(eds), Anglo-Saxon/Irish Relations before the Vikings, 204-30. Oxford. A 
 

Tutorial questions 
 
1. Read Härke’s 2011 paper carefully and identify each type of evidence which he describes. How reliable do you think each 

strand of evidence is, and are they more reliable used in combination? However, you should begin by reading Härke 2007 
which provides a little more background information. 

  
2. Härke says that ‘ethnicity is not a given, but a flexible and situation concept: ethnicity is ‘in the heart’, not ‘in the blood’’. 

How does Halsall (1999) define ethnicity? Compare this with the views expressed by Pohl. Do they have a similar view of 
the term? 
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3. Artefacts have played an important part in the development of studies of (im)migration. Can we use the evidence 

brought forward by Laing to help us interpret the events of the fifth to seventh centuries? Before you answer this 
question, read carefully the study by Sue Youngs on hanging bowls. 

 
4. Siegmund’s work comes from an earlier approach to the subject. What problems can you see with his analysis? Contrast 

his view with that of Halsall (1999). What are the main differences in their approaches? 
 

 
Tutorial 3 

 
 Variety is the Spice of Death: Belief and Ritual 

 
The first millennium and represents a period of fundamental religious change across of Europe when paganism gives way to 
Christianity. At the beginning of the period a large number of pagan belief systems existed, varying from small localized cults 
to imperial religions associated with Rome which extended across the continent and beyond. By the end of the millennium 
Christianity dominated much of Europe. Burial practice can generally be regarded as a reflection of a people’s belief in the 
afterlife. Only in the Classical world do we have a relatively clear idea of such beliefs in a non-Christian context; in most 
instances we can only guess what those beliefs were. 
 
The object of his tutorial is to explore burial practice in Europe and to see how this reflects both attitudes to the dead in the 
change from paganism to Christianity. The tutorial will begin with considering beliefs and rituals associated with burial in the 
Roman and Classical world and to explore the role of the tomb in dealing with dead. It will then look at the evidence in 
Anglo- Saxon England and consider the great changes brought about by the adaptation of Christianity.  
 
Davies, J. 1999. Death, Burials and Rebirth in the Religions of Antiquity. London. Chapter  10: Roman religion and funerals. A 
 
Dickinson, T. 2011. Overview: mortuary ritual, in H. Hamerow, D. A. Hinton and S. Crawford (eds), The Oxford Handbook of 

Anglo-Saxon Archaeology, 222-37. Oxford. C  
 
Garland, R. 1985. The Greek Way of Death, London. Chapters 4: Between worlds, and Chapter 7: Visiting the tomb. A 
 
Gitos, H. 2002. Creating the sacred: Anglo-Saxon rites for consecrating cemeteries, in S. Lucy and A. Reynolds (eds) Burial in 

Early Medieval England and Wales, Leeds, Society of Medieval Archaeology Monograph 17, 195-208. C 
 
Hadley, D. M. 2011. Late Saxon burial practice, in H. Hamerow, D. A. Hinton and S. Crawford (eds), The Oxford Handbook of 

Anglo-Saxon Archaeology, 288-311. C 
 
Heller, J. L. 1932. The burial customs of the Romans, Classical Weekly 25 (no. 24: May 2 1932), 193-97. B  
 
Hyde, W. W. 1946. Roman ideas of the hereafter, Classical Weekly 39 (no. 20: Apr. 15 1946), 157-60. B  
 
Lucy, S. 2002. Burial practice in Medieval Eastern Britain: constructing local identities, deconstructing ethics, in S. Lucy and 

A. Reynolds (eds) Burial in Early Medieval England and Wales, Leeds, Society of Medieval Archaeology Monograph 17, 72-
87. C 

 
O’Brien, E. 2008. Literary insights into the basis of some burial practices in Ireland and Anglo-Saxon England in the seventh 

and eighth centuries, in C. E. Karkov and H. Damico (eds), Aedificia Nova : Studies in Honor of Rosemary Cramp, 283-99. 
Kalamazoo. C 

 
Paxton, F. 1990. Christianizing Death. Cornell. Chapter 1. A 
 
Price, N. 2009. Dying and the dead: Viking age mortality behaviour, in  S. Brink (ed.), The Viking World, 257-73. London. C  
 
Williams, H. 2002 Remains of Pagan Saxondom – the study of Anglo-Saxon cremation rites,  in S. Lucy and A. Reynolds 

(eds) Burial in Early Medieval England and Wales, Leeds, Society of Medieval Archaeology Monograph 17, 47-71. C 
 
Williams, H. 2011. Mortuary practice in Early Anglo-Saxon England, in H. Hamerow, D. A. Hinton and S. Crawford (eds), 

The Oxford Handbook of Anglo-Saxon Archaeology, 238-65. Oxford. A 
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Tutorial questions 
 

1.  Read Davies, Garland, Hyde and Heller. In the classical world documentary sources tell us much about the attitudes to 
the dead and funeral practice.  

 
What do the funeral rituals tell us about attitudes to the dead?  
Was there a consistent attitude to the afterlife?  
What is the evidence that the living feared the dead and what was the nature and role of the rituals held when visiting 
tombs?  

 
2.  Read Dickinson’s, Lucy and Williams’ two articles. Outline the latter’s theory of ‘creating’ memories in order to explain 

mortuary practices. He makes the argument that cremations are not the ‘cheap option’ for burial (compared with 
inhumation) because the rituals associated with cremation were much more elaborate and time-consuming. Also they 
created more of a spectacle than the simple inhumation of a person.  

 
Does cremation place more on an emphasis on the living’s participation in burial rites with more on the ‘creation of 
memory’ for the living than in the case of information? 
Does inhumation place more emphasis on the needs of the dead for the afterlife?   
What possible explanations can there be made to the co-existence of cremation and inhumation burial. How can the 
great variation within both approaches be explained? 
Leaving aside the obvious inhumation/cremation difference, what are the differences and similarities between the means 
of disposing of the dead?  
Does the spatial arrangement of graves within certain centuries produce evidence for commemoration of distinct group 
identities, e.g. families, gender, military graves, ‘special’ graves or groupings of graves?   
Does there seem to be a coherent view of the afterlife? 

 
3.  Read Dickinson’s and Gitos’ articles.  

 
What differentiates burial practice during this transition period with the earlier period?   
How does the suite of grave goods  differ from the earlier period?  
How are Christian or ‘Conversion period’ burials identified?  
Can new burial practices be connected to the emerging kingdoms of the period (elite burials) and how do these burials 
reflect political power?  
What is the evidence for conversion to Christianity in these elite burials?  
Can the continuance of accompanied burials be observed in Christian clerical burials?  
Can Christian cemeteries be identified before the emergence of graveyards associated with churches?  
What is the role of cremation during this period? 

 
4.  Read Paxton’s, Gittos, Hadley’s and O’Brien’s articles.  
 

How does Christian differ from late Roman Pagan ritual associated with the dead?  
How does new attitude to afterlife change funeral ritual and burial?  
How has the role of children’s burials changed since pagan times – why?  
What is the nature or and suggested reasons for ‘irregular’ burials. Is there variation in ways in which the bodies were 
buried, i.e. coffin types, charcoal burials etc. Are there explanations for this?  
What is the evidence for inclusion of grave goods in Christian burial and how can this be explained?  
 

5. Read O’Brien’s article on the documentary evidence for burial.  
 
What do these sources tell us about the continuation of the burial of Christians in pagan family burial grounds and what 
was the role of the burial of ‘holy men’ in Christian cemeteries? 
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Tutorial 4 
 

 Irish Monastic Towns? 
 
The generally accepted settlement model for Early Medieval Ireland was that it was rural in character. Settlements consisted 
of dispersed rural secular and ecclesiastical sites. The concept of urbanism was supposed to have been introduced by the 
Vikings who established towns at Dublin, Cork, Limerick and Waterford. The majority of secular settlements comprised of 
ringforts of various forms which are generally accepted as dispersed rural farmsteads. Ireland was  exclusively rural society 
with the exception of the Viking urban settlements. 
 
There were, however, hundreds of monasteries in early medieval Ireland. Some of these were very large, or at least their 
enclosures were very large, with some exceeding 30 acres. The documentary evidence also shows that were centres of large 
populations (e.g. Clonmacnoise and Armagh). Some, however, were very small and clearly the settlements of small 
communities (e.g. Church Island and Illaunloughan). These sites will have been discussed in your lectures. Were the large 
monasteries towns or proto-towns? There are many complications with the designation of urban status, not the least of 
which is the basic question - what exactly is an urban settlement? What is a town? Secondly these settlements changed 
through time. A monastery might have started off as a small settlement, embedded in the rural economy, but at a later stage 
might have evolved into an urban centre. The aim of this tutorial is to discuss the pro- and anti- arguments for the existence 
of the ‘monastic town’ in early medieval Ireland.  
 
The authors who promote the idea of the monastic town are Robin Butlin, Charles Doherty, John Bradley and John 
Soderberg. With the exception of Bradley each of these authors puts forward a theoretical reason why some of these 
monasteries should be regarded as towns and then forward some actual specific evidence relating to Irish monasteries. 
Doherty’s article is difficult because it deals much with early Irish language, specifically the type of descriptive language used 
in early Irish documentary sources to describe monasteries (ignore the quotations that he does not translate). Butlin’s article 
serves as good introduction from a geographer’s point of view but is rather thin on actual evidence because he was not very 
familiar with either the historical or the archaeological evidence. Bradley’s article of Clonmacnoise is straightforward. It 
outlines historical and archaeological for arguing that this monastery was a town. Be careful when considering the evidence 
of the dates of the historical evidence use. Doherty, for instance, thinks that it is likely that monastic towns only came into 
existence after about AD 900. Soderberg, however, on the basis of the archaeological thinks it is earlier. 
 
Many, however, disagree with the hypothesis and regard the large as religious communities and little else. The authors attack 
the theoretical, historical and archaeological basis for the ‘monastic town’.  Brian Graham argued that the monasteries were 
not permanent centres of trade but only occasional markets.  Cathy Swift argues that the “urban” vocabulary used was 
derived from the bible and did not reflect the reality. Mary Valente argued that they were not towns because the majority of 
the population did not live by commerce and trade. 
 
For your tutorial reading you will have to read either the ‘for’ ( i, ii, iii and v) or ‘against’ (iv, vi and vii) material. Separate in 
your mind the theoretical and evidential (historic and archaeological) evidence for the different arguments. Doherty’s and 
Swift’s articles are difficult to understand when dealing with the historical evidence. Much of their arguments deal with 
obscure arguments about the exact meaning of early Latin and Irish words. Do not worry if you find some it 
incomprehensible as one would have to be a specialist in early languages to understand some of their arguments. Get an 
overview of their arguments.  
 
i Butlin, R. A. 1977. Urban and proto-urban settlements in pre-Norman Ireland, in Butlin, R. A. (ed.), The Development of the 

Irish Town, 11-27. London. A  
 
ii Bradley, J. 1998. The monastic town of Clonmacnoise, in King H. (ed.). Clonmacnoise Studies Vol. 1, 44-55. A 
 
iii Doherty, C. 1985. The monastic town in early medieval Ireland, in Clarke, H. B. and Simms, A. (eds), The Comparative 

History of Urban Origins in Non-Roman Europe, 45-75. Oxford. A 
 
iv Graham, B. J. 1987. Urban genesis in early medieval Ireland, Journal of Historical Geography 13, 3-16. A 
 
v Soderberg, J. Distinguishing the local from the regional: Irish perspectives on urbanism in early medieval Europe, in 

Mathieu, J. R. and Scott, R. E. (eds), Exploring the Role of Analytical Scale in Archaeological Interpretation (BAR 
International Series 1261), 67-82. Oxford. C 

 
vi Swift, C. 1998. Forts and fields: a study of ‘monastic towns’ in seventh and eighth century Ireland, Journal of Irish 

Archaeology 9, 105-26. B 



 9

 
vii Valente, M. 1999. Reassessing the Irish ‘monastic town’, Irish Historical Studies 31, 1-18. C 
 
 

Tutorial questions 
 
1. What is the theoretical argument for ‘monastic towns’? Examine the evidence that that religious centres could be by 

definition be regarded as towns rather than religious entities. 
 
2. What is the historical evidence for ‘monastic towns’? To what extent does the Irish documentary evidence indicated that 

monastic centres were laid out like towns? Were they centres of large populations and were they divided into different 
areas? 

3. What is the archaeological evidence for ‘monastic towns’? Is there evidence for large populations and is there evidence 
for trade, a crucial factor for urban centres? Is there evidence that they were consumption centres as far as meat is 
concerned rather than production/consumption centres as in the case of farming settlements?   
 

4. What is the theoretical argument against ‘monastic towns’? Was the theory a ‘religious’ concept rather than grounded in 
reality? Did they see themselves as being like ‘heaven on earth’, i.e. imaginary urban centres with ‘pearly gates’ etc? 
 

5. What is the historical evidence against ‘monastic towns’? Examine how the documentary evidence for urbanism is often 
much clearer than advocates would maintain, and is often based on the mis-interpretation of specific urban related terms 
used in the sources. Is the evidence that they functioned as markets a late development in eh sources – after the Vikings 
started building towns? 
  

6. What is the archaeological evidence against ‘monastic towns’? Could it be argued that the monasteries were simply the 
centres of large farming estates and the evidence for craft-working was for internal consumption as is evidence in secular 
high status sites, rather than trade? 
  

 
Tutorial 5 

 
Fortifications, AD 950 to AD 1200 

 
 
In 1967 the Royal Archaeological Institute commenced a new research project entitled The Origins of the Castle in England. 
In their preliminary discussions the members of the team had defined a castle as ‘a fortified residence which might combine 
administrative and judicial functions, but in which military considerations were paramount’. While not explicitly stated, the 
implication was that castles were the symbol and potent embodiment of feudal society. 
 
What, however, was the basis for this connection between castles and feudal society, and was it indeed valid? During the 
ninth century AD a military elite of mounted warriors (knights) had developed within the Carolingian Empire. Being a 
knight, however, was a costly business. There was equipment to be purchased and maintained; there were horses to breed 
and train. To resolve this problem his overlord would provide the knight with a portion of land on which he might live. This 
link between a knight and his overlord became the basis for feudalism. When central authority broke down during the 
collapse of the Carolingian Empire in the ninth and tenth centuries, power devolved down to the local lordships. In effect, 
government had become privatized, with local lords, supported by their knights, now responsible for government, the 
economy and justice in their region. Within this framework, the castle evolved as a means of providing protection to a lord 
and his family, while also providing a hall where the lord might meet and entertain his supporters, and impress his peers.  
 
That, at least, is the conventional explanation …. 
 
 
Heeringen, R. M. 1998. The construction of Frankish circular fortifications, Chateau Gaillard 18, 241-49. C 

Heslop, T. A. 1991. Orford Castle, nostalgia and sophisticated living, Architectural History 34, 36-58. B 

Heslop, T. A. 2000. Weeting ‘Castle’, a twelfth-century hall house in Norfolk, Architectural History 43, 42-57. B 
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Janssen, H. L. 1990. The archaeology of the medieval castle in the Netherlands: results and prospects for the future in J. C. 
Besteman, J. M. Bos and H. A. Heidinga (eds), Medieval Archaeology in the Netherlands: Studies Presented to H. H. van Regteren 
Altena, 219-64. [pages 219-33]. C 

Liddiard, R. 2005. Castles in Context: Power, Symbolism and Landscape, 1066 to 1500.Macclesfield [pages39-54]. A 

Naessens, P. and O’Conor, K. 2012. Pre-Norman fortification in eleventh- and twelfth-century Connacht, Château Gaillard 
25 (2012), 259-68. C 

Oram, R. 2006. Castles and colonists in twelfth- and thirteenth-century Scotland: the case of Moray, Château Gaillard 22 
(2006), 289-98. C 

Tutorial questions 
 

1. Is it possible to distinguish castles – that is private residential fortifications – from other forms of fortifications in the 
Netherlands? (Heeringen, Janssen) 

 
2. The arrival of castles in Britain and Ireland has been associated with settlers and influences from continental Europe. 

How far do you think that is still true in Scotland and Ireland? (Naessens and O’Conor; Oram) 
 
3. Is Weeting Castle a castle? Consider whether the chamber block was or was not a great tower (also called a keep or 

donjon) and why. (Heslop 2000; Liddiard) 
 
4. What features make Heslop conclude that Orford Castle was an exercise in the display of kingship? Do you think his 

arguments really are supported, or do you think it also had a defensive role? (Heslop 1991; Liddiard) 
 

 
 

Tutorial 6 
 

Planning a semester paper and searching for sources 
 

Almost a third of the marks for this module are given for one semester paper, so getting it right is important. This tutorial 
helps you prepare for the semester paper. You have two tasks to prepare in advance of the tutorial: 
 
1. Read Semester Papers A and B on QOL and list the strengths and weaknesses of each? 
 
2. Choose a title for your semester paper. Now identify two further sources - either academic papers or books which are 

relevant to your subject. Give the references to these in the correct School of GAP form. Explain for each source why 
you are going to use it and why it is relevant to your argument. 

 
 

Tutorial 7 
 

The larger view: resources in the library 
 

Almost all of what you have read for this course has been in English, and most of it has been a summary of detailed studied 
published elsewhere. In the final tutorial we want you to explore the resources of the library and look at the amazing range 
of material which is available to use, much of it from European countries and in many different languages. You will be 
allocated a serial (journal or series of publications) by your tutor. Your first task is to locate it. It may be in the expanding 
racks in the serial room, or on the book shelves or even amongst the quarto or folio volumes. Write an entry for the serial 
you have been allocated following the style of the example below: 
 
 

Journal: Archéologie Médiévale CC3.A7  
 
Volumes held: 1-44 (1971-2014) 
 
Produced by: Centre de Recherches Archéologiques et Historiques Anciennes et Médiévales 
 
Description: Issued annually, it contains a small number of lengthy papers on medieval archaeology, a substantial list 
of medieval excavations in France from the previous year and a small number of book reviews. The papers are all in 
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French, but have French, English and German summaries. It has a number of excavation reports, occasional reports 
on standing buildings and other synthetic studies of artefacts, places or subjects. 
 
Relevant paper: Hanusse, C, Alduc-le Bagousse, A, Hincker, V, Pillault, S, Ilet-Lemière, J, and Tixier B (2014) 
L’habitat de la Sente à Grentheville (Calvados), Vie–Xe siècle, dans le contexte du terrior de Omdeville Saint-Martin. 
Archéologie Médiévale, 44: 1–49.  
 
This paper is an excavation report of a site near to Caen in Normandy in which sunken-featured buildings were 
replaced by those with earth-fast footings at the end of the seventh and beginning of the eighth century. There is a 
useful analysis of the function of the site, and it is set within the wider context of the Caen plain. The paper provides 
some evidence for the transition from late Antiquity to the Middle Ages in northern France. 
 
Contributed by: Mark Gardiner 
 
 

You need to pick out one paper from your allocated serial which is relevant to the course – the subject should be one on 
which a lecture has been given and it lies within the period AD 400–1200. Do note that the body producing the serial is not 
necessarily the same as the publisher. Use the headings in bold from the example above for your serial and add your name. 
 
Many of the serials are not in English, and may well be in a language that you do not speak or read. How do you manage 
with these? You can scan relevant pages, including lists of contents on the library Multi-Functional Devices and save the 
scans as pdf. You can then copy and paste relevant text into a translation website such as Google Translate 
(https://translate.google.co.uk/) or BabelFish (https://www.babelfish.com/), and it will give you a rough (often rather 
poor) translation. 
 
We do not use many diacritics (accents) in English, but in other languages these are crucial to pronunciation and meaning. 
You need to put them in!  

 



 
 

 

Barbarians, Vikings and Traders: The Archaeology of Historic Europe 
Timetable 2016 

 
Wk  Lectures: Monday 12 noon, Wednesday 12 noon 

in the lecture theatre 0G008, Elmwood Building 
Staff Tutorial - check for exact date (those requiring student 

preparation in advance are marked in bold) 
1 1 Feb People and environment MG  

3 Feb Late Antiquity and the end of Roman Britain MG 
2 8 Feb An Age of Migrations? MG  1 – Introductory tutorial: Place and Distance in Medieval Europe 

10 Feb Religion  FMcC 
3 15 Feb Death  FMcC 2 – Theories of the ‘Migration Period’ 

17 Feb No lecture – Rag Day  
4 22 Feb Early Medieval Ireland 1 FMcC 3 – The spice of death 

24 Feb Early Medieval Ireland 2 FMcC 
5 29 Feb Fortifications 1 MG 4 – Irish monastic towns? 

2 Mar Fortifications 2 MG 
6 7 Mar Vikings 1 FMcC 5 – Fortifications in Europe 

9 Mar Vikings 2 FMcC 
7 14Mar Vikings 3 FMcC 6 – Planning a semester paper and searching for sources 

16 Mar Reading Day  
Easter Vacation 

8 11 Apr Trade and exchange MG 7 – The larger view: resources in the library  
12 Apr Submission date for semester paper   
13 Apr Travel and transport FMcC  

9 18 Apr Urban settlement - west MG  
20 Apr Urban settlement - east MG  

10 25 Apr  Display of secular power MG  
27 Apr Houses MG  
27 Apr Fieldtrip to Carrickfergus MG, FMcC 

CD 
 

11 2 May no lecture – May Day holiday   
4 May  Church architecture MG  

12 9 May Material culture and daily life MG  
11 May Farming and food FMcC  

 
Staff: MG – Dr Mark Gardiner; FMcC - Dr Finbar McCormick; CD - Colm Donnelly 

 


