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Module content  
 
The module will have three interweaving main themes – human osteoarchaeology and its 
contribution to our understanding of life in the past, the study of funerary monuments, and 
disease and its impact on past societies. In the first theme, students will be introduced to 
the study of archaeological human remains and what the osteological and 
palaeopathological analysis of past people can contribute to the studies of societies. Four 
practical sessions will provide an opportunity to identify human bones and to determine the 
age, sex and stature of a human skeleton. Theme 2 will focus on the information that can 
be gained from the study of funerary monuments and, in particular, Post-Medieval grave 
memorials. Fieldtrips will be made to Friar’s Bush and Balmoral cemeteries and students 
will be required to undertake a project on an aspect of grave memorials. The final theme will 
investigate a number of diseases of considerable antiquity, including leprosy and 
tuberculosis, which have had a strong impact on past human societies. 

 
Learning outcomes 
 

 An appreciation of human osteoarchaeology and palaeopathology. 

 An understanding of some of the contentious themes in osteoarchaeology. 

 An appreciation of multidisciplinary research. 

 An ability to critically evaluate scientific reports/papers. 

 An understanding of how to record and interpret Post-Medieval grave memorials. 

 Competence in communicating ideas and arguments clearly to others. 
 

Skills taught 
 

 Understanding of the basic techniques of human osteology. 

 Practical analysis of Post-Medieval grave memorials. 

 Written self-expression. 

 Critical analysis of reports/papers. 
 

Teaching methods  

 
The course is taught through a series of lectures, practicals and fieldtrips. Lectures will take 
place on Mondays at 12-1 in Room GEO/0G/006 of the Elmwood Building and on Tuesdays 
at 12-1 in Room 0G/008 of the Elmwood Computer Science Building (ECS1).  
 
Osteology practicals or graveyard fieldtrips will also occur on certain Monday afternoons at 
2-5pm. Students will be allocated a 1.5 hour practical slot, and these will occur in the ArcPal 
Teaching Laboratory (Rm 0G/043) (2-3.30, 3.30-5). The osteology class test will take place 
on Monday 20 March (Rm 0G/043) (2-3.30). Further details concerning the two fieldtrips will 
be provided in class. It is intended that the practicals and fieldtrips will be of a relatively 
informal nature where we all actively participate in the learning process. 
 

 
Lecturer 
 
Dr. Eileen Murphy 



 
Timetable of sessions 

 
Week 1 
Monday 30th January: GEO/0G/006 
Introduction to the module 
Introduction to archaeological human skeletons 
 
Tuesday 31st January: ECS1/0G/008 
Death – The physical reality 
 
Week 2 
Monday 8th February: GEO/0G/006 
Disability – The archaeology of difference 
 
Tuesday 9th February: ECS1/0G/008 
Lives cut short – Pregnancy and infant remains 
 
Week 3 
Monday 13th February 
NO CLASS – ARCPAL REVIEW 
 
Tuesday 14th February: ECS1/0G/008 
Children’s burial grounds in Ireland 
 
Week 4 
Monday 20th February: GEO/0G/006; ArcPal/0G/043 
Child health in Medieval Ireland – Ballyhanna 
Practical 1 – The human skeleton 
 
Tuesday 21st February: ECS1/0G/008 
Occupations in the past 
 
Week 5 
Monday 27th February: GEO/0G/006; ArcPal/0G/043 
Skeletal evidence for violence 
Practical 2 – Sex determination 
 
Tuesday 28th March: ECS1/0G/008 
Contextualising violence 
 
Week 6 
Monday 6th March: GEO/0G/006; ArcPal/0G/043 
Quacks – Early medicine 
Practical 3 – Stature determination 
 
Tuesday 7th March: ECS1/0G/008 
Trepanation 
 



Week 7 
Monday 13th March: GEO/0G/006 
Festivals of the dead 
Practical 4 – Age-at-death determination 
 
Tuesday 14th March: ECS1/0G/008 
Bioarchaeology of Eurasian steppe pastoralists – Health, dead bodies and burial mounds 
(Jeanna Loyer) 
 
Week 8 
Monday 20th March: GEO/0G/006; ArcPal/0G/043 
Monuments to the dead 
OSTEOLOGY CLASS TEST 
 
Tuesday 21st March: ECS1/0G/008 
The rise of garden cemeteries 
 
Week 9 
Monday 27th March: GEO/0G/006; Fieldtrip 
Development and typology of gravestones 
Fieldtrip to Friar’s Bush cemetery 
 
Tuesday 28th March: ECS1/0G/008 
Recording and analysis of gravestones 
 
Week 10 
Monday 3rd April: GEO/0G/006; Fieldtrip 
Fieldtrip to Balmoral cemetery 
Leprosy – The living death 
 
Tuesday 4th April: ECS1/0G/008 
Tuberculosis – The king’s evil 
 
EASTER BREAK 
 
 
Week 11 
Monday 1st May 
NO CLASS – MAY DAY 
 
Tuesday 2nd May: ECS1/0G/008 
The dead and the undead 
 
Week 12 
Monday 8th May: GEO/0G/006 
Personal identification – Forensic anthropology 
 
Tuesday 9th May: ECS1/0G/008 
Modern attitudes to death 

 



 
Assessment scheme 

 
Assessment Title % of 

module 
Submission date Feedback due by 

1 Osteology class test 25% Monday 20 March Monday 10 April 

2 Graveyard project 45% Thursday 18 May Thursday 8 June 

3 Exam 30% - - 

 

Assessment details 
 
1. Class test on the content of the practicals 
A worksheet and reading list will be provided at the start of each practical. A one-hour class 
test worth 25% of the final mark, will take place on Monday 20 March (ArcPal Rm G.43; 2-c. 
3.30pm). This will cover the information that the students have learned during the four 
human bone practicals in addition to the reading material associated with each practical. 
Students are expected to attend all four of the practicals. 
 
 
2. Grave memorials project 
Students will be required to undertake a written project that focuses on grave memorials – 
this will be worth 45% of the module mark. They will select a graveyard/cemetery of their 
choice and record ten memorials within that site using the proformas provided. They will be 
required to interpret the memorials and place them within the broader context of Post-
Medieval memorialisation. 
 
The project will be no longer than 2000 words. In addition, it will be: 
 

 Be clearly organised and presented, with appropriate referencing in the Harvard style. 

 Be fully word processed. 

 Include relevant headings and sub-headings to assist with their structuring. 

 Have been carefully checked for misspelling and grammatical errors. 

 Show an ability to critically reflect upon and evaluate written academic work. 

 Show originality and independence of thought. 

 Demonstrate a good command of the particular skill being assessed. 
 
Further details can be found on Queen’s Online. The projects will be discussed at the 
lecture on Tuesday 28 March.  
 
The essay must be submitted on-line using the TurnitinUK originality checking tool.  
The first time you are enrolled in Turnitin, you will receive an email to confirm that you have 
been signed up to the web based submission service: http://www.turnitinuk.com/ 
It will give you a temporary password which you use in order to complete your user account 
set up.  You have been enrolled in the service with your student number in the forename 
and surname fields so that the tutors will be able to mark your work anonymously. DO NOT 
change the name fields as you complete your software registration. You must also leave 
the email address as your Queen’s email account. In completing your user set up you will 
be asked to make a password for subsequent use. Make sure you use a password you will 
remember!!  

http://www.turnitinuk.com/


 
Each time you go into Turnitin you should go to http://www.turnitinuk.com/ 
and double check that you are on the UK site, and also check that the language is set at 
English United Kingdom. Your username will be your Queen’s email address and the 
password will be the password which you set up. Where Turnitin is being used in 
subsequent modules you will receive an email through Turnitin to confirm that you have 
been enrolled in a Turnitin class for that module and you will then be able to upload your 
assignment(s). 
 
Once your account is created, you will then be able to submit your GAP3053 project to 
Turnitin for originality checking and submission for assessment/marking/feedback.   
 
The project must be uploaded as a text file in either Open Document (*.odt) or MS Word 
(*.doc or *.docx) format (NOT as a *.pdf file) by 11.59 pm on Thursday 18 May. Students 
are strongly urged to upload their assignments well in advance of the deadline to avoid 
problems arising from slow computers, technical problems, etc. In the event of a system-
wide TunitinUK failure ONLY, students may email the assignment to the module co-
ordinator. Feedback will be returned using the TurnitinUK grading tool.  
 
Students agree that by taking this course all required papers may be subject to submission 
for textual similarity review to iParadigms for the detection of plagiarism. All submitted 
papers will be included as source documents in the iParadigms reference database solely 
for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers. Use of the TurnitinUK service shall 
be subject to such Terms and Conditions of Use as may be agreed between iParadigms 
and the Institution from time to time and posted on the TurnitinUK site. 
 
No School coursework cover sheet is required with the electronic submission of 
assignments. 
 
 
3. Two-hour exam 
Students will be required to answer two of six essay-style questions in a written exam in 
May/June. The exam will be based on the content of the lectures. Examples of previous 
similar exam questions can be found in the human remains’ components of the now 
redundant modules ARP3002, ARP3004 and ARP3007 as well as GAP3053. Students will 
be told the general themes of the exam questions in the final lecture of the module. As 
such, they are expected to provide fact-filled answers which demonstrate clear evidence 
that they have undertaken independent, wide-ranging reading around the themes. 

 

 
 

http://www.turnitinuk.com/


Illness, absence and late submission 
 
Exceptional circumstances, for the purposes of assessment decisions, are defined as 
unforeseen factors, or factors outside a student’s control which have a negative impact on 
his or her performance. Chronic conditions for which students have received support and 
reasonable adjustments do not constitute exceptional circumstances, although a worsening 
of a condition may do so. 
 
When exceptional circumstances occur close to a student’s examination or an assessment 
deadline, the University will ensure that the student will not be disadvantaged, providing 
that his or her need is genuine, and that the correct procedures are followed. It is the 
student’s responsibility to submit evidence of exceptional circumstances, e.g. a medical 
certificate or a letter from their GP, which does not simply report the student’s 
circumstances, but verifies the circumstances, and/or provides a medical opinion.  
 
Procedure 
 
You MUST follow the correct procedure to request absence from an examination or an 
extension to a deadline for an assessment: 
 
Evidence of exceptional circumstances must be submitted to the School Office, together 
with the Exceptional Circumstances Form (available from the School Office), normally 
within three working days of returning to study or, in the case of emergencies which arose 
during examinations, normally within three working days of the date of your last 
examination. If you believe you are going to miss an assignment deadline or an 
examination because of exceptional circumstances, you should inform the School Office in 
advance by telephone or letter. If this is not possible, a third party should contact the 
School. The Boards of Examiners is not obliged to consider any medical certificate or 
evidence of exceptional circumstances presented more than three working days after the 
last examination. 
 
If you are absent from lectures, tutorials, seminars, practicals or fieldtrips for a valid reason 
(e.g. illness, bereavement), please notify the School Office and submit a medical note or 
other supporting documentation to the School Office within three days of returning to 
study. 
 
Late coursework (without a medical note or other valid supporting documentation) 
will be penalised as follows: 
 

Days late Penalty 

1 (including any time after 3.30pm on the submission 
date) 

5% deducted 

2 10% deducted 

3 15% deducted 

4 20% deducted 

5 25% deducted 

6 No marks awarded 

 



Exceptional circumstances may NOT be considered unless the student has requested it by 
submitting the approved form and supporting documentation. Self-certification is not 
acceptable, nor are uncorroborated statements from friends or relatives. 
 
Late work should be submitted as soon as possible after the original deadline. Penalties will 
be applied for late submissions. At the end of the module, the School Exceptional 
Circumstances Committee will consider any documentation that has been submitted to the 
School Office with the Exception Circumstances form to explain late submissions. The 
Committee will then make recommendations to the Examinations Board who will decide 
whether penalties are applied or not. If the Examinations Board considers the 
circumstances to be genuine, then the penalty is waived.  
 
Further guidelines on extenuating circumstances can be found at: 
 
http://www.qub.ac.uk/directorates/AcademicAffairs/StudentGuidance/ExceptionalCircumsta
nces-AStudentGuide/ 
 

 
Students registered with Disability Services 
 
Students who are registered with Disability Services and have as part of their reasonable 
adjustments ‘flexibility with coursework deadlines’ may apply, if necessary, for an extension 
to the coursework submission date. The extension should, normally, be agreed with the 
module co-ordinator in advance of the published submission deadline. Please use the 
‘Reasonable Adjustments Extension Form’ which is available from the School Office to 
record the new submission date. This form will be retained by the module co-ordinator. 

https://qmail.qub.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=WwJepQX-xECM-Y-PmHdb5pG5kdU9_dEIWuBcDPjEiTiKyLsg8wPZp-SxvG0pPZaQbyc46Zrs0AU.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.qub.ac.uk%2fdirectorates%2fAcademicAffairs%2fStudentGuidance%2fExceptionalCircumstances-AStudentGuide%2f
https://qmail.qub.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=WwJepQX-xECM-Y-PmHdb5pG5kdU9_dEIWuBcDPjEiTiKyLsg8wPZp-SxvG0pPZaQbyc46Zrs0AU.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.qub.ac.uk%2fdirectorates%2fAcademicAffairs%2fStudentGuidance%2fExceptionalCircumstances-AStudentGuide%2f


Reading list 
 
In addition to the following references students are advised to browse: 
American Journal of Physical Anthropology 
International Journal of Osteoarchaeology 
International Journal of Paleopathology 
Journal of Archaeological Science 
 
NB: These are just some general readings of relevance to the course. It is expected that 
evidence of independent reading will be apparent in the exam answers produced in 
May/June. Additional reading materials associated with the various lecture topics will be 
provided on Queen’s Online.  
 
If a reference has ‘pdf’ written beside it you will find a pdf of one of the key chapters in the 
module resource page on Queen’s Online. 
 
General texts 
Aufderheide, A. C. and Rodríguez-Martin, C. 1998: The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Human 
Paleopathology. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. [qCC799.B7/AUFD] 
 
Bahn, P. G. (ed.) 1998: Tombs, Graves and Mummies. London: Phoenix Illustrated. 
[CC77.B8/BAHN] 
 
Bahn, P. (ed.) 2002: Written in Bones. Devon: David and Charles. [CC77.B8/BAHN] 
 
Binski, P. 1996: Medieval Death: Ritual and Representation. London: British Museum 
Press. [GT3242/BINS] 
 
Chamberlain, A. 1994: Human Remains. London: British Museum Press. [GN70/CHAM] 
 
Daniell, C. 1997: Death and Burial in Medieval England, 1066-1550. London: Routledge. 
[GT3243/DANI] 
 
Fry, S. L. 1999: Burial in Medieval Ireland, 900-1500. Dublin: Four Courts Press. 
[GT3246/FRY] 
 
Geber, J. 2015. Victims of Ireland’s Great Famine: The Bioarchaeology of Mass Burials at 
Kilkenny Union Workhouse. Gainesville: University Press of Florida. [DA955 GEBE] 
 
Gilchrist, R., and Sloane, B. 2005: Requiem: The Medieval Monastic Cemetery in Britain. 
London: Museum of London Archaeology Service. [q DA90/GILC] 
 
Jupp, P. C. and Gittings, C. 2001: Death in England: An Illustrated History. Manchester: 
Manchester University Press. [HQ1073.5.G7/JUPP] 
 
Lewis, M. E. 2007: The Bioarchaeology of Children: Perspectives from Biological and 
Forensic Anthropology. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. [CC799.D4 LEWI] 
 
Mays, S. 1998: The Archaeology of Human Bones. London: Routledge. [GN70/MAYS; pdf] 
 



 
McKenzie, C. J., Murphy, E. M. and Donnelly, C. J. (eds.). 2015: The Science of a Lost 
Medieval Gaelic Graveyard – The Ballyhanna Research Project (TII Heritage 2). Dublin: 
Transport Infrastructure Ireland. [DA994.B17 MCKE] 
 
Murphy, E. M. 2007: ‘Human osteoarchaeology in Ireland’, pp. 48-76 in E. M. Murphy and 
N. J. Whitehouse (eds.), Environmental Archaeology in Ireland. Oxford: Oxbow Books. 
[CC806.5; pdf] 
 
Murphy, E. M. (ed.) 2008: Deviant Burial in the Archaeological Record. Oxford: Oxbow 
Books. [CC1/MURP; pdf] 
 
Parker Pearson, M. 1999: The Archaeology of Death and Burial. London: Sutton. 
[CC799.B9/PARK] 
 
Roberts, C. A. 2009: Human Remains in Archaeology: A Handbook (CBA Practical 
Handbook 19). York: CBA. [CC740/ROBE; pdf] 
 
Roberts, C. and Cox, M. 2003: Health & Disease in Britain: From Prehistory to the Present 
Day. Stroud: Sutton Publishing. [CC799.D4/ROBE] 
 
Roberts, C. A. and Manchester, K. 2005: The Archaeology of Disease. Stroud: Sutton (or 
1995 or 1997 editions). [CC799.D4/ROBE; pdf]  
 
Sayer, D. 2010: Ethics and Burial Archaeology. London: Duckworth. [CC799.B9 SAYE] 
 
Sheridan, A. (ed.) 2000: Heaven and Hell and Other Worlds of the Dead. Edinburgh: NMS. 
[GT3170/SHER] 
 
Taylor, T. 2002: The Buried Soul: How Humans Invented Death. London: Fourth Estate. 
[GT3170/TAYL] 
 
Waldron, T. 2001: Shadows in the Soil: Human Bones and Archaeology. Stroud: Tempus. 
[CC799.B7/WALD; pdf] 
 
Williams, E. (ed.) 2001: Human Remains: Conservation, Retrieval and Analysis (BAR 
International Series 934). Oxford: Archaeopress. [qGN70/WILL] 

 
Human remains - practical guides 
Bass,W. M. 1987: Human Osteology: A Laboratory and Field Manual. Columbia: Missouri 
Archaeological Society (3rd edition). [GN70/BASS] 
 
Brickley, M. and McKinley, J. (eds.) 2004: Guidelines for the Standards for Recording 
Human Remains (IFA Paper No. 7). BABAO & IFA. 
[http://www.babao.org.uk/HumanremainsFINAL.pdf] 
 
Brothwell, D. R. 1972: Digging up Bones: The Excavation, Treatment and Study of Human 
Skeletal Remains. London: British Museum (2nd edition). [CC738/BROT] 
 



Cox, M. and Mays, S. (eds.), 2000: Human Osteology in Archaeology and Forensic 
Science. London: Greenwich Medical Media Ltd. [GN70/COX; pdf] 
 
McMinn, R. M. H, Hutchings, R. T., Pegington, J. and Abrahams, P. 1993: A Colour Atlas of 
Human Anatomy. London: Wolfe Publishing (3rd edition). [qQM25/MACM] 
 
Grave memorials 
Burgess, F. W. 1979: English Churchyard Memorials. London: SPCK. [NB1860/BURG] 

 
Cole, E. 2002: The Grammar of Architecture. London: Bulfinch Press [NA200 COLE] 

 
Colvin, H. 1991: Architecture and the Afterlife. London: Yale University Press. 
[NA6120/COLV] 
 
Cox, M. (ed.) 1998: Grave concerns: Death and Burial in England 1700-1850 (Council of 
British Archaeology Research Report 113). York: CBA. [qGT3243/COX] 
 
Curl, J. S. 1993/2002: Death and Architecture: An Introduction to Funerary and 
Commemorative Buildings in the Western European Tradition. London: Batsford [NA6162 
CURL; pdf] 
 
Curl, J. S., 2000: The Victorian Celebration of Death. Stroud: Sutton. [GT3243/CURL; pdf] 
 
Gittings, C. 1984: Death, Burial and the Individual in Early Modern England. London: 
Routledge. [HQ1073.5.G7/GITT] 
 
Hartley, T. 2014. Belfast City Cemetery. Belfast: Blackstaff Press. [hDA996.9 HART] 
 
Hartley, T. 2014. Milltown Cemetery. Belfast: Blackstaff Press. [hDA996.9 HART] 
 
Keister, D. 2004: Stories in Stone: A Field Guide to Cemetery Symbolism and Iconography. 
Utah: Gibbs M. Smith Inc. [NB1800 KEIS] 
 
Lees, H. 2000: English Churchyard Memorials. Stroud: Tempus [NB1860 LEES] 
 
Litten, H. 1991: The English Way of Death: The Common Funeral Since 1450. London: 
Hale. [GT3243/LITT; pdf] 
 
Llewellyn, N. 2000: Funeral Monuments in Post-Reformation England. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press. [NB1585/LLEW] 
 
Longfield, A. 1974: Some Irish Churchyard Sculpture. Ballycotton: Gifford & Craven. 
[NB1863/LONG] 
 
McKerr, L., Murphy, E. and Donnelly, C. 2009: ‘I Am Not Dead, but Do Sleep Here’: the 
representation of children in Early Modern burial grounds in the north of Ireland. Childhood 
in the Past 2, 110-132. [HQ1.C53; pdf] 
  
Morley, J. 1971: Death, Heaven and the Victorians. London: Studio Vista. [GT3243/MORL] 
 



Mytum, H. 2000: Recording and Analysing Graveyards (Council for British Archaeology 
Research Report 15). York: CBA. [CS434/MYTU; pdf]  
 
Mytum, H. 2004: Mortuary Monuments and Burial Grounds of the Historic Period. New 
York: Kluwer Academic Publishers. [CC77.B8/MYTU] 
 
Panofsky, E. 1964: Tomb Sculpture. London: Thames and Hudson. [qNB1800/PANO] 
 
Tarlow, S. 1999: Bereavement and Commemoration: An Archaeology of Mortality. Oxford: 
Blackwell. [DA880.O5/TARL] 
 
Tarlow, S. 2011: Ritual, Belief and the Dead Body in Early Modern Britain and Ireland. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. [GT3243 TARL] 
 
Thomson, G. 2009: Inscribed in Remembrance: Gravemarker lettering: Form, Function and 
Recording. Dublin: Wordwell. [NB1850 THOM] 
 
Timoney, M. B. 2005: Had Me Made: A Study of the Grave Memorials of Co. Sligo from c 
1650 to the Present. Keash, Co. Sligo: TASKS. [NB1863 TIMO] 
 
Yorke, T. 2010: Gravestones, Tombs and Memorials: Symbols, Styles and Epitaphs. 
London: Countryside Books. [NB1860 YORK]



GAP3053 – Timetable 2016/17  
Week Date Lectures Practicals 

1 30/01 Introduction to the module 
Introduction to archaeological human skeletons 

 

 31/01 Death – The physical reality 
 

 

    

2 06/02 Disability – The archaeology of difference  

 07/02 Lives cut short - Pregnancy and infant remains  

    

3 13/02 NO CLASS – SCHOOL REVIEW  

 14/02 Children’s burial grounds in Ireland  

    

4 20/02 Child health in Medieval Ireland – Ballyhanna Practical 1 – The human skeleton 

 21/02 Occupations in the past  

    

5 27/02 Skeletal evidence for violence Practical 2 – Sex determination 

 28/02 Contextualising violence  

    

6 06/03 Quacks – Early medicine Practical 3 – Stature determination 

 07/03 Trepanation  

    

7 13/03 Festivals of the dead Practical 4 – Age-at-death determination 

 14/03 Bioarchaeology of Eurasian steppe pastoralists 
– Health, dead bodies and burial mounds 
(Jeanna Loyer) 

 

    

    

8 20/03 Monuments to the dead OSTEOLOGY CLASS TEST 

 21/03 The rise of garden cemeteries  

    

9 27/03 Development and typology of gravestones Fieldtrip – Friar’s Bush cemetery 

 28/03 Recording and analysis of gravestones  

    

10 03/04 Leprosy – The living death Fieldtrip – Balmoral cemetery 

 04/04 Tuberculosis – The king’s evil  

    

  EASTER BREAK  

    

11 01/05 NO CLASS – MAY DAY  

 02/05 The dead and the undead  

    

12 08/05 Personal identification – Forensic anthropology  

 09/05 Modern attitudes to death  

 18/05  GRAVE MEMORIALS PROJECT 
SUBMISSION 

 
 

  
 


