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Medieval Settlement 
in England and Wales 

 
GAP3001 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
 
This remains an experimental course, even though it is now the fourth time it has been 
run. It is experimental because it is shaped by the students and the lecturer together. It is 
not a course in which the lecturer teaches the students, because the answers in this 
course are not known at the outset. It is a study in which all participants in the module – 
students and lecturer – are seeking to work their way to an interpretation which provides 
a new understanding. There are no textbooks and we are having to work our way to the 
answer. 
 
It is only possible if all those registered for the module are prepared to try things out, 
learn from errors and, most of all, involve themselves fully in the study. It is not always 
easy, but it is fun and interesting. The module outline is not a prospectus. It is a possible 
map of the pathway we might follow. We may decide that certain subjects require more 
attention, or indeed should be discarded as irrelevant. These decisions will be taken along 
the way. We may also decide to alter the format of the course. 
 
This is a research module, not a taught module. There is little scope for students who 
want to sit at the back of the room and coast along to the exam. It is definitely not a soft 
option because each week we all have to do reading and come to the following class 
prepared to discuss what we have found. It is a chance to push forward your university 
education and develop new skills which will be suitable for whatever you go on to, 
whether into a postgraduate course or a job. The module is specifically intended to 
develop those career skills.  
 
The method of assessment reflects the spirit of this module. There can be no exam, 
because there is no fixed body of knowledge to examine. The class will be working to a 
solution together and the only way we can assess this module is by considering how far 
individuals have contributed to that process of research. The assessment is therefore a 
mutual process in which we will mark each other’s spoken contribution. My role as 
lecturer is to moderate the process – to ensure that the marks are neither too high nor 
too low, according to the usual mark schemes used in the university, not to do all the 
marking. In order that the module conforms to the university requirements, there is also 
a written component, and I will mark that and give feedback. 
 
In previous years the course has compared the archaeology of Scotland and England. 
However, I now know the Scottish material too well, so to keep it experimental and 
make it a genuine exploration, this year for the first time it looks at Wales and England. 
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Research question 
 
The way in which medieval archaeology in Europe has been constructed is as a series of 
regional archaeologies. There are no syntheses which pull together the strands and 
provide a grand overview. If prehistoric archaeologists and medieval historians can 
manage to do this, why cannot we? One way to begin this process is to look within 
Britain and begin by putting England and Wales together. It is remarkable that no one 
has done this. One possible reason is that western Britain belongs to the North Atlantic 
world, and southern Britain has more in common with continental Europe. 
 
So, the problem at the heart of this research is to understand why Wales and northern 
England were so different in so many ways from southern England. We are not going to 
look in detail at Scotland this year, though it may play a part in the argument. The 
hypothesis to be investigated is that the agriculture regime of southern England, based 
primarily on arable agriculture, led to greater surplus product, greater wealth and a 
particular type of social and economic system. If this is correct, then the grain-producing 
areas of Wales might be more like southern England than they were like upland Wales 
and highland Scotland. 
 
The course begins with a basic introduction to the period we are studying (AD 1000-
1500), and outlines the history of the relationship between England and Wales, and the 
evolving nature of lordship and feudalism in both countries. It then moves on to take a 
broad look at the economy at around 1300 across Britain. This historical background sets 
the scene: it provides the framework in which we can set the archaeology. 
 
The first seminars deal with the fundamental basis of the economy – agriculture and 
pastoralism, and the environment. We then move and examine peasant housing and the 
houses of the elite in great houses and moats. The third strand considers the world of 
belief – churches, monasteries and superstition. The next theme is commerce, examining 
towns, trade within Britain and abroad and the use of coinage and its alternatives. Finally, 
we examine objects and their production through industry. 
 
Course structure 
 
The course begins with two lectures, one looking at the social structures in the Wales and 
England, the second looking at the historical situation. The aim is to lay the foundations 
so we all share a basic understanding of the framework of the late Middle Ages and have 
established a method of working. 
 
The course from that point on is structured around a series of seminars, first four are 
presented by me and then by students followed by open discussions. It begins with four 
formative presentations so that each group has a chance to rehearse the way in which 
they will talk about their work. The assessments are marked to provide feedback, but do 
not count to the final module marks. They are followed by eight assessed presentations – 
two per group – which are marked and will count towards the final mark. In addition, 
each person giving an assessed presentation will produce a paper based on their subject. 
Further details are given below.  
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The final module mark are made up as follows: 
 

Assessed presentation 1 20% 
Paper 1 30% 
Assessed presentation 2 20% 
Paper 2 30% 

 
Presentations 
 
Groups can decide how they wish to structure the presentations, but each member of the 
group must speak and each person is assessed individually. One way might be to have a 
short introduction, a presentation by each person on aspects of the topic of fifteen to 
twenty minutes long, and a concluding statement. There are all sorts of ways in which 
your presentation can be managed. We have even had short plays and video 
presentations in past years. All these have been effective, but you can’t get away with just 
giving a video presentation; you also have to speak! 
 
Remember that you have only 50 minutes overall to give your presentation. You can 
choose what aspects of the topic you wish to cover. You must however, ensure that 
overall there is a balance between Welsh and English evidence and make a point of 
comparing of the two. You do not need to cover every aspect of the subject, but you 
should show broad understanding. 
 
Our experience the three previous times this course was run was that the presentation 
will work best if the group works together closely and decides how to tackle the subject 
and who is going to do what. They should aim for a seamless presentation which has a 
clear structure and deals with various aspects of the subject. 
 
We will determine the criteria for assessing the presentation during the class. As noted 
above, the assessment is by your peers and the module co-ordinator’s role is to moderate 
the process. 
 
Seminars 
 
The subsequent seminars will be led by the group who have given the presentation. The 
group should provide one or two key readings which, together with the presentation will 
form the basis of the discussion in the seminar. This will be put up on QOL for 
everyone to read. They should identify the sort of areas – perhaps a series of questions – 
which they want the class to consider. The reading length should not be excessive. A 
couple of short papers or extracts, or one longer one is about right. They should be 
supplied to me not later than five working days before the seminar. Every member of the 
class is expected to join in the discussion and certainly to have read the material. We 
aware that there is a penalty system for those who do not attend. 
 
Written papers 
 
Each assessed presentation will be followed by a written paper based on the same 
subject. There is no fixed title given but, like the presentations, it must contribute to the 
understanding of differences between England and Wales. I strongly suggest that you 
consult me about your proposed title before you start work.  
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The papers must be between 2500 and 3000 words. The deadline is two weeks after the 
date of the presentation. Deadlines will be agreed for those which fall close to or over 
Christmas. Work should be submitted as a .doc file (not pdf!) using QOL. Usual 
penalties apply for late submission. References should be given in Harvard style. 
 
The criteria for assessing the papers will include: 
 

 clarity of argument 
 contribution to understanding the differences between England and Wales 
 ability to set the subject under discussion into the wider context of the broader 

issues 
 
Penalty system 
 
In previous years students have objected strongly that some of their peers have not 
pulled their weight and attended classes regularly. I have resisted try to create heavy 
penalties, but I can see their point. So, this year there is a penalty system if you do not 
attend the class. It works like this. There are 34 classes and you can miss five without 
penalty. After that, each class missed without acceptable excuse (see Handbook for 
acceptable reasons) and documentation incurs a penalty of 1% of the final mark. So, if 
you attend only half the classes, you will lose 12% which is quite a hit on a mark of, say, 
60%. Documentation and excuses for missed classes should be given to me, not the 
School Office. 
 
Opening classes 
 
There are two opening lectures, one to explain the course and to outline the history of 
the relationship between England and Wales. The second explains the background to 
feudalism and what it replaced. There are then four seminars – one looking at 
documentary sources, the next discussing Ros Faith’s paper, the third thinking about 
Europeanization as a possible concept and the final one looking at Bruce Campbell’s 
paper. You must make sure that you have read these, and come along ready to talk about 
them. 
 
Indicative bibliography 
 
I have listed below some of the useful texts on Welsh archaeology and history. This is a 
list of some of the main books and key readings on the subject. It is not it intended to be 
complete, but might start as an entry point for investigating topics. English archaeology 
is covered more fully by a booklist from the former incarnation of the Medieval 
Settlement module which is now on QOL. 
 
Beverley Smith, J. (ed.) 1972. Medieval Welsh Society: Selected Essays by T. Jones Pierce. Cardiff 
Bezant, J. 2009 Medieval Welsh Settlement and Territory. British Archaeological Reports  
     on QOL 
Griffiths. R. A. (ed.) 2008. The Gwent County History vol. 2: Age of the Marcher Lords 
Kenyon, J. R. and Williams, D. 2006. Cardiff: Architecture and Archaeology in the Medieval 

Diocese of Llandaff. Leeds      ordered for library 
Leighton, D. K. 2012. The Western Brecon Beacons: The Archaeology of Mynydd Du and Fforest 

Fawr. Aberystwyth.  
Olding, F. 2016. The Archaeology of Upland Gwent – Archaeoleg Ucheldir Gwent. Aberystwyth. 
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Silvester, R. J., 2011, Mynydd Hiraethog. The Denbigh Moors. Aberystwyth. 
 

Other sources: 
 

 Research Framework for Archaeology in Wales: 
http://www.archaeoleg.org.uk/documents2011.html  

 
Possible starting points for the seminar presentations 
 
Field and field systems 
 
Baker, A.R.H. and Butlin, R.A. (eds). 1973. Studies of Field Systems in the British Isles. Cambridge. 
 
Pastoralism and seasonal usage 
 
Longley, D. 2008. Hafoty and its occupiers, Transactions of the Anglesey Antiquarian Society, 24-39. 
Ramm, H.G. et al. 1970. Shielings and Bastles. London. 
 
Using and changing the environment 
 
Silvester, R. 1999. Medieval reclamation of marsh and fen, in H. Cook and T. Williamson (eds), 

Water Management in the English Landscape, 122-40. Edinburgh 
Whyte, I. D. and Winchester, A. J. L. (eds). 2004. Society, Landscape and Environment in Upland 

Britain. Birmingham. 
 
Rural peasant housing 
 
Grenville, J. 1999. Medieval Housing. London 
Suggett, R. and Stevenson, G. 2010. Houses of the Welsh Countryside: Introducing Houses of the Welsh. 

Talybont 
 
Moated sites and lordly houses 
 
Creighton, O. 2002. Castles and Landscapes. London 
Kenyon, J. R. 2010. The Medieval Castles of Wales. Cardiff 
Williams, D. M., and Kenyon, J. R., 2010 The Impact of the Edwardian Castles in Wales. Oxford 
 
Churches 
 
Rodwell, W and Rodwell, K. 1977. Historic Churches: A Wasting Asset (CBA research report 19). 

London. (http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/cba_rr/rr19.cfm) 
Suggett, R. 2011. Church building in medieval Wales, in R. A. Griffiths and P. R. Schofield (eds) 

Wales and the Welsh in the Middle Ages, 180–202. Cardiff. 
 
Monasteries and religious houses 
 
Burton, J and Stobe, K. 2015. Abbeys and Priories of Medieval Wales. Cardiff 
Coppack, G. 1990. English Heritage Book of Abbeys and Priories. London 
Williams, D. H. 1990. Atlas of Cistercian Lands in Wales. Cardiff 
 
Superstition, religious belief and burial 
 
Caciola, N. 1996. Wraiths, revenants and ritual in medieval culture. Past and Present 152, 3–45. 
Gilchrist, R. 2008. Magic for the dead? The archaeology of magic in later medieval burials, 

Medieval Archaeology 52, 119-60. 
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The origin and development of towns 
 
Schofield, J. and Vince, A. 2002 (2nd edn). Medieval Towns: The Archaeology of British Towns in their 

European Setting. London. 
Soulsby, I. 1983. The Towns of Medieval Wales: A Study of their History, Archaeology and Early 

Topography. Chichester 
 
Conditions in and character of towns  
 
Palliser, D. M. 2000. The Cambridge Urban History of Britain. Vol.1, c.600-c.1540. Cambridge 
Dyer, C. C. 2011. Modern perspectives in medieval Welsh towns, in R. Griffiths and P. R. 

Schofield (eds), Wales and the Welsh in the Middle Ages, 163–79. Cardiff 
 
Trade (internal and external) 
 
Carus-Wilson, E. M. 1962-63. The medieval trade of the ports of the Wash, Medieval Archaeology 

6-7, 182-201 
Dimmock, S. 2005. Reassessing the towns of southern Wales in the later Middle Ages, Urban 

History 32, 33–45 
 
Coins and other means of reckoning 
 
Britnell, R. ‘Uses of money in medieval Britain’ in D. Wood, (ed.) Medieval Money Matters (2004). 

16-30 
Besley, E. 2006. Few and far between: mints and coins in Wales to the middle of the thirteenth 

century, in Barrie Cook and Gareth Williams (eds), Coinage and History in the North Sea World, 
c. AD 500-1250: Essays in Honour of Marion Archibald, 701–20. Leiden. Copy on QOL 

 
Industry  
 
Blair, J. and Ramsey, J. (eds) 1991. English Medieval Industries: Craftsmen, Techniques, Products. 

London. 
Knight, J. K. 2007. Rural industries in pre-industrial South Wales, in Jan Klápště and Petr 

Sommer (ed.), Ruralia 6: Arts and Crafts in Medieval Rural Environment, 321-26. 
Turnhout. 

 
Online bibliographical search tools 
 
Bibliography of British and Irish History – http://apps.brepolis.net/BrepolisPortal/default.aspx 

You may need to go in through the library website to get access to this, particularly off 
campus. 

British and Irish Archaeological Bibliography – http://www.biab.ac.uk/ 
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Medieval Settlement  
Outline timetable 2016 

 
 

Wk Date Subject Required work for class

1 26 Sep Outline of course. Lecture: Problems and comparisons

 27 Sep Lecture: Lordship and feudalism in England and Wales

 29 Sep Seminar: What documents can tell you (and what they can’t) Work out the bounds of Rossaulin charter and read 
the Neath accounts for the effects of war 

2 3 Oct Seminar: The feudal economy in England and Wales from an earlier medieval 
perspective 

Read Faith, ‘Forces and relations of production’

 4 Oct Seminar: Centre, periphery and the Europeanization of Europe Read Bartlett, ‘The europeanization of Europe’, 267–
70; Bartlett, ‘Heartland and border: the mental and 
physical geography of medieval Europe’; Pryce, 
‘Welsh rulers and European change’, 44–46 

 6 Oct Seminar: Economy in England and Wales Read Campbell, ‘Benchmarking medieval economic 
development’ 

3 10 Oct Formative group A presentation: Field and field systems

 11 Oct Discussion: Field and field systems Reading to be set by group

 13 Oct Formative group B presentation: Pastoralism and seasonal usage

4 17 Oct Discussion: Pastoralism and seasonal usage Reading to be set by group

 18 Oct Formative group C presentation : Using and changing the environment 

 20 Oct Discussion: Using and changing the environment Reading to be set by group

5 24 Oct Formative group D presentation: Rural peasant housing

 25 Oct Discussion: Rural peasant housing Reading to be set by group

 27 Oct Lecture: Parks and forests

6 31 Oct Discussion: Parks and forests Reading to be set by Mark

 1 Nov Group A presentation: Moated sites and lordly houses

 3 Nov Discussion: Moated sites and lordly houses Reading to be set by group

7 7 Nov Group B presentation: Churches (parish wealth)

 8 Nov Discussion: Churches (parish wealth) Reading to be set by group

 10 Nov Group C presentation: Monasteries and religious houses
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8 14 Nov Discussion: Monasteries and religious houses Reading to be set by group

 15 Nov Group D presentation: Superstition, religious belief and burial

 17 Nov Discussion: Superstition, religious belief and burial Reading to be set by group

9 21 Nov Group  A presentation: The origin and development of towns

 22 Nov Discussion: The origin and development of towns Reading to be set by group

 24 Nov Group B presentation: Conditions in and character of towns 

10 28 Nov Discussion: Conditions in and character of towns Reading to be set by group

 29 Nov Group C presentation: Trade (internal and external)

 1 Dec Discussion: Trade (internal and external) Reading to be set by group

11 5 Dec Group D presentation: Coins and other means of reckoning

 6 Dec Discussion: Coins and other means of reckoning Reading to be set by group

 8 Dec Lecture: Industry 

12 12 Dec Discussion: Industry Reading to be set by Mark

 13 Dec No lecture this day

 15 Dec No lecture this day

 
Class meets in G006 in the Geography Building on Mondays 10:00 to 11:00, Tuesdays 10:00 to 11:00, and in G033 on Thursdays 10:00 to 11:00.  
Note the special arrangements for week 12. 


